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Archdiocese of Chicago Receives $1M Grant from CME Group Foundation to Launch 

Innovative Personalized Learning Program at Selected Schools 
The Archdiocese is collaborating with LEAP Innovations on a five-year personalized learning program 

at three Catholic schools  

Chicago, IL (January 23, 2017) – The Archdiocese of Chicago announced today it has received a $1 million 
grant from the CME Group Foundation to launch a five-year personalized learning program at three Catholic 
schools. The grant funds professional development, training, software, technology infrastructure and 
maintenance needed to successfully implement the literacy and writing-focused program. The Archdiocese is 
collaborating with LEAP Innovations, a 501(c)(3) social enterprise headquartered in Chicago that connects 
innovation and education to personalize learning, to facilitate the professional development that will support the 
implementation of this instructional model at St. Albert the Great School, located in Burbank; St. Catherine of 
Siena/St. Lucy School, located in Oak Park; and St. Genevieve School, located in Chicago. The schools were 
selected following an application process. 
 
“Our Catholic schools have a long reputation for excellence and innovation” said Dr. Jim Rigg, Superintendent 
of Catholic Schools. “This grant will help us enhance our ability to offer a twenty-first century education to meet 
the needs of all learners. We are incredibly thankful to the CME Group Foundation for their generous gift.” 
 
The personalized learning program at the three schools is a school-wide approach with school administrators, 
team leaders, teachers and staff members all engaged. The focus of the kindergarten through 8th grade 
program is literacy and writing. Among the program goals is to see an improvement in student achievement, 
specifically students meeting or exceeding grade-level benchmarks in reading and writing as measured through 
the ACT Aspire test. ACT Aspire is the annual test administrated at all Catholic elementary schools across the 
Archdiocese. The test assesses students’ academic proficiency in five academic areas: English, reading, math, 
science and writing. 
 
”As a leading technology company, CME Group is pleased to partner through our foundation with the 
Archdiocese schools as part of our efforts to enhance education throughout Chicago,” said Terry Duffy, 
Chairman & Chief Executive Officer, CME Group. “By providing the necessary funding for technical 
infrastructure, training and software, this five-year grant will support the collaboration between the Archdiocese 
schools and LEAP to personalize learning and therefore improve student outcomes, particularly in literacy and 
writing.” 
 
As part of the program, LEAP Innovations will work with the participating schools to analyze the schools’ 
current instructional practices, curriculum and tools to identify challenges to address through personalized 
learning. School leaders and teachers will work with LEAP Innovations to create and execute a quality, 
classroom-based personalized learning program enhanced by educational technology. Participating school 
leaders and teachers across the three schools will collaborate with each other through group trainings and 
discussions. School leaders and teachers will also have access to online content modules, allowing for 
independent work to strengthen understanding and improve practice.  
 
“We are excited to once again partner with Archdiocese schools as they reinvent their classrooms to focus on 
learner-centered education,” said Phyllis Lockett, CEO of LEAP Innovations. “At LEAP, we believe it is about 
the practice first and the tools second. We look forward to supporting the school teams through professional 
development and planning designed to create the most effective personalized learning strategies for their 
students.” 
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The Archdiocese of Chicago aims to adopt personalized learning models that leverage technology to 
differentiate and personalize instruction in student-centered learning environments throughout its school 
system. A combination of traditional and technology-driven teaching allows instructors to better meet students’ 
individual needs. To learn more about the Archdiocese of Chicago Catholic schools, visit: 
schools.archchicago.org.  
 
About the CME Group Foundation 
CME Group Foundation works to advance the economy by supporting education from cradle to career. The 
Foundation partners with universities, school districts, charter networks and nonprofit organizations that work to 
ensure at risk young children are prepared for kindergarten; provide effective K-12 education that prepares 
disadvantaged students for success in college and career; prepare university students for careers in financial 
services and risk management; and conduct academic research in areas that advance derivatives knowledge 
and best practices.  
 
About LEAP Innovations 
LEAP Innovations is a 501(c)(3) social enterprise headquartered in Chicago that connects innovation and 
education to reinvent our one-size-fits-all system and transform the way kids learn. We work directly with 
educators and innovators to discover and pilot personalized learning technologies and innovative practices in 
schools, and scale our findings and best practices with partners across the country. www.leapinnovations.org  
 
About the Archdiocese of Chicago Catholic Schools  
The Archdiocese of Chicago Catholic Schools serves more than 76,000 students in 217 schools, including 180 
Archdiocesan-sponsored schools, in Cook and Lake Counties. It is the largest private school system in the 
United States and the recipient of the greatest number of U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon Awards of 
any school system. In July 2015, all Archdiocesan elementary and secondary schools were successfully 
accredited by AdvancED. 
 
About the Archdiocese of Chicago 
The Archdiocese of Chicago, the third largest in the United States, serves more than 2.2 million Catholics in 
347 parishes in Cook and Lake Counties, a geographic area of 1,411 square miles. The Archdiocese, pastored 
by Cardinal Blase J. Cupich, has more than 15,000 employees in its systems and ministries, including Catholic 
Charities, the region's largest nonprofit social service agency. The Archdiocese also has one of the country's 
largest seminaries. The Archdiocese's 217 elementary and secondary schools comprise the largest U.S. 
private school system and have garnered more U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon Awards than any 
system of any type.  
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